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of high strategy. William had been able to
select his own field deputies and consequently had
not been hampered by them, but the new deputies
had every intention of seeing that the English
commander did not jeopardize Dutch security
or take undue risks with the Dutch Army.

It thus happened that half the campaigning
season was over before Marlborough assumed
his command.   The French held at the beginning
of the war all the fortresses in Belgium, on the
Rhine and  on the  Meuse  except  Maastricht.
They had overrun the territories of the Elector
of Cologne and the Bishop of Liege and the
Prussian territory of Cleves which adjoined the
Dutch Republic.   The Dutch, on Marlborough's
advice, had laid siege to Kaiserwerth on the
Lower Rhine, while the French Army looked
on helpless from the left bank.    Marlborough's
supreme confidence in warfare always contrasted
with his hesitations in politics.    As soon as he
took command, he assured the Dutch that he
would " rid them of their troublesome neigh-
bours"  and,  rapidly crossing the  Meuse,  he
compelled the French to retreat for fear of their
lines in Belgium being threatened.    The man-
oeuvre caused the two armies to converge on
each other at right angles and a splendid chance
of attacking the exposed flank of the French
was offered.   But the Dutch deputies refused to
fight and risk the army that stood between their
territory and the French.   Four times altogether
the Dutch  deputies  rejected   opportunities   of
fighting in a favourable situation which Marl-
borough  presented  to   them.     However,   the